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Fields to Mouths- “Increase Food
Production, Processing, and
Marketing to provide decent jobs
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Musa
Jaiteh
Farafenni,
Upper Baddibu NBR

– Young Entrepreneur of the
Year
Musa Jaiteh is a 25-year-old
young entrepreneur residing in
Farafenni, North Bank Region
(NBR) of The Gambia. As the
proprietor of ‘Jaiteh Fishing’,
he is engaged in buying and
selling of fish.
As part of his services, Musa
supplies fish to customers and
also provides fishing equipment
to fishermen.
According to him, his business
idea was conceived during his
school days as he used to join
fishermen to the river.
He was able to pay his school

fees from the proceeds he made
after selling the fish. Musa was
mentored by a woman whom,
he said, inspired him to venture
more into fishing.
Musa is also opportune to
attend one of the trainings of
Empretec which availed him the
opportunity to win the Empretec
pitching competition.
“If I win this award, I will
expand my business not only
within Farafenni but also to
the coastal areas and I will
buy boat engine to continue
working.”
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Baba
Sawaneh
Njabakunda,
Central Baddibu, NBR
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- Young Entrepreneur of the
Year
Baba Sawaneh is a 30-yearold young entrepreneur from
Njaba Kunda village, Central
Baddibu, North Bank Region
of The Gambia.
As a young entrepreneur, Baba
buys groundnut from farmers
and resell it. In the 2017
farming season, he bought

over 35 bags of groundnut; he
is now waiting for a better price
to resell them.
Baba has been in business
since he was young and has
registered lots of success.
“If I win this award, I will try
to build a proper store and
increase my purchase to 100
or more bags.”
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Sarjo B.
Jatta
Brikama,
Kombo Central, WCR

- Young Entrepreneur of the
Year
Sarjo B Jatta is a 30-yearold young entrepreneur from
Brikama New Town, West
Coast Region of The Gambia.
Sarjo is engaged in sheep
fattening. She started with
only two sheep and now has
an extra one with 5 ewes.
The sheep are not under any
intensive care.
According
to her, during the day, she
releases them to go for grazing
on their own.
Her target is to buy rams and

prepare them for sale for
the upcoming Muslim feast
(Tobaski) as well as other
social functions.
She wants to expand the
business; she currently secured
an empty plot of land (60m x
30m) in another community for
the business.
“If I win this award, I will buy
10 more rams to increase the
number in my farm.”
Fatoumatta
Gassama
–
Young Entrepreneur of the
Year
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Fatoumatta
Gassama
Kubariko,
Kombo North, WCR
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- Young Entrepreneur of the
Year
Fatoumatta
Gassama,
a
26-year-old
young
entrepreneur
residing
in
Kubariko village, West Coast
Region of The Gambia, is
engaged in poultry production.
She started her poultry venture
after benefitting from Sadis
Poultry project where she was
given a birdcage including 150
chicks and 12 bags of feed.
They were promised to be
given a second batch of birds
but to no avail. According Ms
Gassama, she struggled on
her own to buy more chicks
and to feed them. Currently,
she has her forth batch of birds
and that is about 150 broilers.
She
lamented
lots
of

challenges affecting her poultry
production which included lack
of drinkers, feeders and some
of the medicines. Marketing is
her biggest challenge.
She also wants to expand her
poultry farm to include layers.
She explained that poultry
layers is a lucrative business
which enables farmers to
earn good money faster than
broilers. Fatoumatta is also
engaged in animal husbandry
but decries lack of proper
shelter for them.
“If I win the award, I will still
maintain this cage, but I will
build another house at our
backyard to start the layers. I
believe this can enable me to
create employment for other
young people.”
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Oumie
Gaye
Panchang,
Uppper Saloum, CRR North

- Young Entrepreneur of the
Year
Oumie Gaye is a 20-year-old
young entrepreneur and a
resident of Panchang village,
Central River Region north of
The Gambia. She is a petty
trader and also involved in
vegetable production.
She started her business with
only D75 as capital which she
used to buy things like beans,
coos, vegetables amongst

others and resell them.
Her main challenge is lack
of proper storage facility and
marketing.
She wants to
expand the business to open
a big shop, when she has
support.
“If win this award, I will buy
more products and open
a big shop to expand my
business.”
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Hatabou
Jaiteh
Katong,
Kombo South, WCR
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Hatabou
JaitehYoung
Agribusiness of the Year
Hatabou Jaiteh is a 35-yearold farmer and a graduate of
the University of The Gambia
(UTG) from Kartong village
in West Coast Region. He is
engaged in banana production.
Started in 2006 with only
fifteen (15) banana plants,
Hatabou now has a big banana
plantation.
Mr. Jaiteh was also a classroom
teacher, but quit the teaching
profession and also declined
travelling to Europe because

of his banana business. He is
now one of the biggest banana
producers in West Coast
Region and beyond. He owns
two big farms (A and B) which
together are more than 1000
banana plants.
“If I win this award, I would
want to fence the land that
I have and dig two or three
boreholes in my plantation
and expand my production
not only in hundreds of tones
but thousands of tones.”
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Ali
Sallah
Old Yundum,
Kombo North, WCR

-Young Agribusiness of the
Year
Ali Sallah is a 35-year-old
poultry farmer from Old Yundum
village, Kombo North in West
Coast Region of The Gambia.
He started his business in
2017 with 50 chicks but all died
because of his little experience
in poultry production.
He
was left with only one but he
was never discouraged. He
ventured back into the business
again and in the process,
he benefitted from the Sadis
Poultry project. But again all
his chicks died.

Despite
the
unfortunate
incidents, Ali continued his
poultry production with limited
support until today. He is now
making waves in the business.
Ali is aiming to expand his poultry
to be able to accommodate up
to 500 chickens to meet the
demand of his customers.
“If I win this award, I will
expand my poultry house
to be able to accommodate
more because the one I have
can only accommodate 150
chicks. I also want to buy
feeds.”
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Modou
Lamin
Fatty
Jamissa Brikama, Kombo
North, WCR
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– Young Agribusiness of the
Year
Modou Lamin Fatty is a
22-year-old poultry farmer. He
is the chief executive officer of
ML’s Poultry Farm in Brikama,
West Coast Region of The
Gambia.
ML’s Poultry started in 2017 to
address SDG 1, which is zero
poverty, and SDG 2, to zero
hunger. On SDG1, ML’s Farm
provides employment for not
only himself but for the youth
who are interested in poultry.

For SDG 2, Mr Fatty wants
to provide meal especially
for those who need chicken,
because it is a very good
source of protein. This will
contribute to the country’s food
self-sufficiency drive.
“If I win this award, I will use
the capital to increase my
production, and probably
expand my poultry house so
that I can introduce layers in
my farm.”
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Wally
Juwara
Katong,
Kombo South, WCR

Wally
Juwara
–Young
Agribusiness of the Year
Wally Juwara is a 30-year-old
young farmer from Kartong
village, Kombo South in
West Coast Region in The
Gambia. He is engaged in
agri-business.
He started his business after
he was inspired by some youth
of Cassamance, Southern
Senegal, during a visit there
some years ago.
Shortly after his return, he
started his own garden of

90m x 30m where he planted
orange trees and other fruit
trees and vegetables. He now
has over 80 orange trees and
some seedlings that he intends
to transplant in the near future
in another garden measuring
150m x 150m.
“If I win this award, I will
drill a borehole in my new
garden. I will also like to do
poultry.”

11

GYIN GAMBIA RURAL YOUTH AWARD 2018

Lamin
Keita
Tendaba,
Kiang Central, LRR
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- Best Packaging and
Labelling of Products of the
Year
Lamin Keita is a 32-year-old
fish vendor of Tendaba Village,
Lower River Region of The
Gambia. Mr. Keita, a graduate,
buys fish from Tendaba and
transports it to Jarra Soma
for sale. He packaged fish for
offices like Nema, Future in Our
Hands and even to Senegal
upon request.
He also transports his fish to
Farafenni and other villages.

He started his business with
little amount of money but
today he is among the biggest
suppliers of fish in Soma and
beyond.
“If I win this award, I will
register my business and
improve my packaging and
labeling standards because,
I am now attracting many
customers. I will as well
develop and increase my
supply scale.”
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Ebrima K.
Jammeh
Massembeh,
Kiang East, LRR

– Young Business Idea of the
Yea
Ebrima K Jammeh is an
18-year-old young emerging
poultry farmer. He is a grade 9
student from Kiang Masenbeh
Village, Lower River Region.
Mr. Jammeh has a special
passion for poultry business.
Initially, he started with three
local chickens but unfortunately,
they all died.
He was not discouraged
for he bought another two
chicks. He aim was to own a
big poultry farm to be able to
address shortage of egg in his
community and beyond. He
continued with the two chicks.

He added an extra chick to
increase his stock and the two
initial chicks are producing now.
He is now building a local house
for his chickens, but because
of lack of funds he could not
complete it. He used to sell
baobab fruit to raise money
for the chicken house but that
season is over now.
“If I win this award I will
buy more chicks, feeds and
medicine and build proper
house for them, expand and
develop my business, create
employment and support
Gambians and feed my
family.”
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Mamud
Ndow
Farafenni,
Upper Baddibu, NBR
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– Young Business Idea of
the Year
Mamud Ndow is a 31-yearold young entrepreneur from
Farafenni town, North Bank
Region of The Gambia. He is
the founder and Chief Executive
Office of Ndow’s Juice Bar, a
business of juice processing
and production.
Established in 2017, he
produces ‘Wongo’, ‘Daharr’,
Baobab and other fruit juices.
He also makes ‘chakri’. Ndow’s
Juice Bar aims to promote and

empower made-in-The Gambia
brand and reduce wastage
of fruits and vegetable in the
country.
The juice is pressed out of
fresh fruits without any added
ingredient or chemical.
He owns a refrigerator which he
used to preserve his products.
“If I win this award, I will use
the money to buy refrigerator
and enroll for training on
preservative techniques.”
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Nana
Conteh
Tendaba,
Kiang Central, LRR

– Young Business Idea of the
Year
Nana Conteh is a 27-yearold smoked fish vendor from
Tendaba Village, Lower River
Region of The Gambia. She
started her business since she
was young. Her mother used to
collect fish for her from the river
to home where she (Nana) will
clean and smoke the fish for
sale.
However, Nana is now the one
who goes to the river to buy
fish, clean and smoke them
then transport it to Jarra Soma
for sale.

This has empowered her as
a young woman not to be
dependent on anybody but
on her business. She always
provides her customers with
clean and hygienic smoked
fish on time. Nana’s problem
is transportation to the market
and proper storage system.
“If I win this award, I will increase
the number of fish I buy from
fishermen and also work on
addressing my transportation
problem and as well have my
own fish smoking center.”
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Demba
Keita
Sare Birom Kumba,
Central Baddibu, NBR
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– Young Business Idea of the
Year
Demba Keita is a 23-year-old
entrepreneur residing in Sara
Biram Kumba, Central Baddibu
District, North Bank Region. He
is engaged in bakery.
He started his bakery business
in 2016. Having safe some
money, he left for Libya with
the intention of going to Europe
through the ‘backway’ (irregular
migration).
He could not
proceed after more than 1 year,
so eventually decided to return
back to The Gambia.
Upon his return, he continued his
bakery business and produce
bread for the community
of Sara Biram Kumba and

others. Sometimes, his daily
production goes beyond three
bags of flower, but because
of transportation problem, he
finds it difficult to supply some
other villages and that limits his
production level.
The bakery is also in a very bad
shape and need renovation,
including roofing and other
materials to produce safe and
good breads.
“If I win this award, I will
want to renovate my bakery,
change the roofing and buy
some more materials to
increase my production. I will
also want to at least have a
means of transport.”
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Alfu
M. Sarr
Ndofan,
Lower Nuimi, NBR

– Young Business Innovation
of the Year
Alfu M Sarr is a 27-year-old,
born in Ndofan village, North
Bank Region of The Gambia.
He is a student at Islamic
Online University, The Gambia
where he is doing a bachelors
degree programme in Business
Administration.
Mr Sarr is the chief executive
officer (CEO) of Noble Business
Initiative (NBI).
He started
the business in 2017 after
attending the Entrepreneurship,
Leadership and Information
Technology
(ELIT
2017)
organized by Global Youth
Innovation Network (GYIN –
The Gambia). He also attended
the training on Business
Planning
Management
of
Income Generating Activities
organized by Nema -P2RS.
According to Sarr, he used the
transport allowance paid to him

at the programme to register his
business.
Noble
Business
Initiative
already employed two young
people as farm managers and
has harvested 14 bags of 50kg
raw cashew nuts which is worth
about D75, 000.00.
Mr. Sarr invested D25, 000.00
to start his beekeeping project
with support from a friend in
Germany. Presently, he has
four beehives in Ndofan and
six in Brikama, which he will
transfer to Ndofan soon. With
one hive, you can have 8 to 12
liters of honey which is worth
about D3, 000.00. Every year,
each beehive can be harvested
more than 3 times.
“If I win this award I would
want to grow more than 20,000
cashew trees this year and
expand my honey production”.
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Bora
Kanteh
Brikamaba,
Lower Fulladu West, CRR
South
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– Young Commercial Farmer
of the Year
Bora Kanteh is a 31-yearold commercial farmer in
Brikamaba
village,
Lower
Fulladu West, Central River
Region South (CRR South).
Mr Kanteh started farming at an
early age as both his parents
were farmers.
He owned three and half plot of
rice (100m x 50m) among which
he only cultivated two plots this
year; he could not cultivate
the rest due to lack of laboursaving farming inputs. He only
cultivated the two because they
are closer to each other.
As a young farmer, he grapples
with lots of difficulties including
timely availability of tractor for
ploughing. “Sometimes, you
will have money, but it could
take two to three weeks before
you get the machine to come

plough your fields,” he said.
In 2015, he attended the
Creating Opportunities for
Rural Youth (CORY) project
organized by GYIN – Gambia
in Janjanbureh. After the
training, he developed passion
for farming as a young farmer.
Last season, Mr Kanteh
produced over 160 bags of
rice; the yield can be more than
depending on the availability of
the needed farming materials
and fertilizer.
“If I win this award, I will
cultivate all my rice fields
because I will buy fertilizer
and pay for ploughing on
time and I will as well do my
transplanting on time. This
will increase my yield as
you know farming cannot go
without money.”

GYIN GAMBIA RURAL YOUTH AWARD 2018

Hatta

Boye

Boiram,
Lower Fulladu West, CRR
South

- Young Commercial Farmer
of the Year
Hatta Boye is a 19-year-old
native of Bioram village in
Lower Fulladu East District,
Central River Region south.
Her mother, Hawa Jange, is
one of the biggest rice growers
in CRR South.
Ms. Boye is engaged in rice
cultivation. Last year, she
cultivated one hectare on rice
in her village. She was able to
get three tons of rice. The three
tons of rice is one hundred and
twenty bags of rice. She bought

four bags of fertilizer. She paid
ploughing and other related
cost to prepare her field.
She paid D1, 500.00 for
ploughing and D800 for
threshing of her rice. She
bought empty bags of rice as
well as transportation at a cost
of D200 to bring it to the store.
“If I win this award, I will buy
fertilizer and pay for ploughing
and I will also be able to buy
empty bags of rice cheaply. I
will increase my production by
three more hectares.”
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Babou
Secka
Dibba Kunda,
Sabach Sanjal, NBR
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– Young Commercial Farmer
of the Year
Babou Secka is a 35-year-old
young farmer born in Dibba
Kunda village, Sabach Sanjally
District, North Bank Region
Mr. Secka is a butcher, youth
activist, and farmer – he
cultivates groundnut, coos,
maize and cassava. He is also
involved in commercial animal
husbandry which he started
after gathering some funds
from his farming activities. He
bought small ruminants and
rear them for 5 to 6 month and

sell them.
Mr. Secka is determined to find
support for his farming business
to be able to buy more fertilizers
and other needed materials.
His first groundnut yield was 20
bags which he sold to buy some
animals to start his business
which he inherited from his
parents.
“If I win this award, I will expand
my business by buying more
ruminants to gain more profit
and employ others.”
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Nyimasatou

Colley

Tendaba, Kiang Central,
LRR

- Young Emerging Business
of the Year
Nyimasatou Colley is a 32-yearold smoked fish vendor from
Tendaba village, Lower River
Region of The Gambia.
She started her business by
going to the river to buy catfish,
clean and smoke it and later
take it to Jarra Soma for sale.
Her husband is a fisherman
who sometimes provides her
with fish. The business is
helping Nyima to address her
personal and family needs
without depending on anybody

for help. It partly makes her an
independent woman.
Her aim is to expand her
business to other big towns in
the country, like Banjul, Basse,
Brikama and other places.
She has some experience in
the business which helps her
register some success.
“If I win this award, I will
increase the number of catfish
from one to six or ten pans and
also buy refrigerator for storing
my fish. This will increase my
customer base.”
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Omar
Trawally
Kerr Biram,
Lower Baddibu, NBR
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– Young Emerging Business
of the Year
Omar Trawally is a 23-yearold young farmer from Foday
Biram village in Lower Baddibu
District, North Bank Region of
The Gambia. He is into cashew
farming.
Before venturing into the
business, Mr Trawally sought
advice from people on cashew
farming. His aim is to become
an independent person in
future and he thought the only
answer to that is to start doing
something on his own.

He now has his cashew nursery
and already secured a plot
of land from the family where
he intends to transplant the
seedlings soon; but the land is
not leased.
He is looking for very good
cashew varieties that will yield
good nut. He wants to do the
transplanting from the nursery
in the forthcoming rainy season.
“If I win this award, I will fence
my land, lease it and register my
business and buy more cashew
seeds to expand the farm.”
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Adama
Sowe
Kuntaur Fulla Kunda,
CRR North

– Young Emerging Business
of the Year
Adama Sowe is a 21-year-old
young emerging entrepreneur
residing in Kuntaur Fula Kunda,
Niani District in Central River
Region north.
She is engaged in vegetable
business.
She started her business after
graduating
from
Bansang
Senior Secondary School. She
was not able to get employment
and thought of venturing into
business.
According to her, she then
convinced her brother to take
a loan from Gambia Teachers’
Union Cooperative Credit Union

to help her start a business.
Her brother took a loan of five
thousand (D5, 000.00) for her
to start but unfortunately, a
heavy downpour destroyed her
business.
After sometime, her brother
gave
her
another
three
thousand (D3, 000.00) to start
it again, which she is managing
presently.
“If I win this award, I will like
to expand and develop my
business and open a big shop
here in my compound gate as
we have an empty room that is
not in use right now.”
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