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Young Farmer of the Year
Musa Bah, 32 years

old native of Wassu, Niani
District is heavily engaged in
Rice Production. He has 5 plots
at the Taiwan Rice Fields in
Wassu.
Ten years ago, Mr. Bah
started the rice cultivation
and production meant for
family consumption. In 2015,
he attended the Creating
Opportunities for Rural Youth

(CORY) training which earned
him the more knowledge in
rice cultivation and further
inspired him to expand into
rice cultivation, processing and
business.
With all the 5 plots currently
transplanted, Bah says when
the season is good, each plot
produces up to 30 bags of
rice. Last year 2016, he only
harvested 15 bags from each

plot because the season was
poor.
Today, Bah says he has greater
interest in rice cultivation and
has no intention of going to
Europe through the back way as
after every harvest, he sells half
of the produce and makes lot of
money and save the other half
for family consumption. These
greatly help him financially and
make the family living easy.

“If I win the award, I will use the money to buy more fertilizer, pay for the
ploughing of my other 3 rice field plots. I will encourage other youth to engage in
rice cultivation as it will make them generate income and feed their families”.
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Young Farmer of the Year
Muhammed Jawneh,

financially and sustained his
is a 21-year-old youth from family’s yearly consumption.
Janjangbureh. For the past five He has three (3) plots of rice in
years, he has been engaged in Janjangbureh Rice field. Every
rice production which helps him year, he harvest up to thirty

(30) bags of rice in each plot,
earning him up to ninety (90)
bags from the three plots which
he said is quite sustainable for
the family consumption.

“If I happen to win this award, I will secure more plots and add it up to the ones
I have so as to gain more income and as for my family to have enough and yearround rice consumption.”
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“If I win the award, it
will definitely support
me financially in
business. I want to
sell different varieties
of juice and drinks”.

Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Aminata A. Saho

is a 22 year-old in Jarra
Soma, Lower River Region
engaging in petty trading. She
is a GYINer and student at the
Girl’s Guide in Soma studying
Tourism and Hospitality.
Ever since been ambitious,
Saho started her business
during her Primary School
days. She was inspired by her
mother who had a fridge selling
cool water and Ice juice. She
used to help her mother to sell
the ice juice and cool waters
after school and the money
were useful to the family.
In 2005, she started her own
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business with only twenty
dalasi (D20.00) selling cool
water and Ice juice using a
bicycle roaming the town. She
continued to save her profits
until when she was at Senior
Secondary School and was
able to get her own fridge to do
her business.
Today, she spends like D750
in every two days to prepare
her ice juice and cool water.
She sells up to D600 daily and
gain D1360 in two day; a profit
of D400 in every two days.
The money she said is greatly
helping her in her skills training
at Girl’s Guide and as well her

family.
She attended GYIN Gambia
Entrepreneurship, Leadership
and Information Technology
(ELIT 2016) National Youth
Summer Camp held at the
Agricultural Rural Farmer’s
Training Centre in Jenoi. She
also attended the Building
Resilience
against
Food
Insecurity in the Sahel (P2RS)
training on Income Generating
Activities for Women and Youth
in 2016. This helped her to be
able to plan and manage her
own business.
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Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Ndey Haddy Badjie

is a native of Foni Bulock and
residing in Paradise Estate.
she is a 25 year-old young
lady venturing into catering
business.

She started her business in
February 2016, after four years
service at Sally Restaurant.
She prepares birthday cakes,
wedding cakes, among others.
Without a permanent shop,

Badjie operates in their
compound. She now needs a
suitable and permanent place
to attract more customers,
display her products and make
more profit.

“If I win this award, I will find a shop at a strategic location, expand
my services, employ more young people and train them to be able to
stand by themselves”.
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Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Almamo Dibba lives

in Jarra Soma. The 31-year
old, is the proprietor of Nemasu
Enterprises selling Cement, a
registered business.
He started his business in 2001
after dropping out from School
due to financial difficulties. He
had no professional training at
the time. He then contacted
his mother to help start the
business but the mother asked
him to start doing something by

himself first before any support.
He then started fetching
firewood and selling in which he
gained little money.
He underwent the Creating
Opportunities for Rural Youth
(CORY) Rural Entrepreneurial
Venture
Creation
and
Experimental
Learning
(REVCEL)
training
and
acquired knowledge on how
to register, start and manage a
business.

In the REVCEL training, Mr.
Dibba learnt Business proposal
writing and was later able to
write his own proposal and
send to various donors.
Dibba who discourages youths
from taking the back way
to Europe, is also engaged
in vegetable gardening and
has a 400m2 in Jamisa, few
kilometers away from Jarra
Soma. He is also a rice farmer.

“If I win the award, I will expand my business, buy more materials for the Cement
shop and sell building material alongside the cement. I believe in myself and I
implore on my fellow youth to engage in something”.
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Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Amadou MF Jallow,

is a 30-year-old from Medina Kanuma, North
Bank Region. A Wild Life Ranger, he is also
the Secretary General of the Medina Kanuma
Beekeeping Association which produces
honey, soap and body lotion.
He started his business in 2016 with D5,
000.00 loan obtained from Reliance Financial
Services which was payable within 6 months.
After refunding the Financial Service, he used
his profit to continue the business.

“If I win this award, I will expand
my business; employ more people
especially rural youth and women
into Beekeeping business. That will
also help create youth employment
and discourage the back way
syndrome. We make satisfactory
produce weekly,” he said.
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Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Kemo Sawo

is in Wuli Fadia Kunda. The
31-year old is into selling
and processing groundnut
paste.
He started his business after
undergoing training with
the Creating Opportunities
for Rural Youth (CORY) on
Entrepreneurship, Advocacy
and Leadership in 2015
which inspired him to enter
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into the business. He started
with one bag of groundnut
costing D1, 000.00 at the
time. Presently, he can buy
more bags unlike before.
He said the profit he gains
from the business is greatly
helping him solve certain
personal financial problems
and that of his family
especially in support of the
daily meals.

“If I win this award, it will help
me secure a permanent shop
where I can load more bags and
as well expand the business
by selling varieties of farming
produces. Right now, I don’t
have a shop but roaming
around the weekly markets
(Lumos), buying and selling my
products”.
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Young Business Idea of the Year
Sarian Aja Sidibay

training on Income Generating
is a 34-year old well-known Activities for Women and
businesswoman in Basse Youth in 2016 which inspired
Mansajang. She engages her to enter into the business.
in fruit drink processing, She manages and finances
decoration, catering and as herself and ready to employ
more youth and as well share
well a gardener.
A member of GYIN Gambia, her skills and knowledge with
she started her processing and them.
fruit sale business a year ago, With a starting sum of only D5,
to ensure Gambians eat what 000 a year ago in her business,
they grow and grow what they she is now able to take care
eat; thereby discouraging the of her family. Lack of funding,
importation of every drink and she said is preventing her
from employing more youth
juice for consumption.
She attended the Building and implement other business
Resilience
against
Food ideas she has.
Insecurity in the Sahel (P2RS)

“If I win this award,
I will expand my
business,
engage
more youth in the
decoration business
as well because i get
lot of customers. I will
also try and employ
more youth and share
the knowledge with
them to be able to also
stand on their own in
the future”.
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Young Business Idea of the Year
Mariama Trawally,

is a native of Janjangbureh.
The 35 year-old is engaged
in Tie & Die business (petty
trading).

She started her business with
D3, 000.00, a financial support
from her former husband.
Today, the profit of the business
is greatly helping her and the
family.

In 2015, she attended the
Creating Opportunities for Rural
Youth (CORY) training which
inspired her more to venture
into the business.

“If I win the award, I will definitely expand my business and the
marketing strategies to ensure that I gain more profit and employ
more people”.
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Young Business Idea of the Year
Omar Jammeh

for NRP Party under the ‘Not
is a 34-year-old youth leader too young to run’ concept.
in Janjangbureh engaged in Jammeh who started his
fishing. He is the head of the business in 2010 also engages
Janjangbureh Unity Sustainable in Agriculture, Tourism and
Tourism
and
Community Aqua Culture. He got support
from International Organisation
Training (JUSTACT) Gambia.
Ambitious as he is, Jammeh for Migration (IOM) through the
contested in the recent National National Youth Council (NYC)
Assembly election as Candidate with a 6 meter boat and fishing
net.

Today, he uses the boat for
fishing, sell at the market and
makes huge daily sales. He
earns D3, 000.00 to D3, 500.00
after every two days of sale. He
also employed 22 youth who
are paid from the proceeds of
the fishing activity and as well,
maintain the maintenance cost
of the boat and other expenses.

“If I win the award, I will expand my business and ensure that I get a
good storage system which is a main challenge for me today”.
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Young Emerging Business of the Year
Bintou Jawara

from Basse Santasu is the
proprietor of Bintou Ventures
and Refreshment Center. The
28th year-old young lady is
catering and selling Rich cake,
Yogurt, ‘Chakri’, fruit juice, cold
water among others.
Bintou first started her business

in 2015 but it collapsed. She
later joined GYIN Gambia in
2016 and was fortunate to attend
the REVCEL training. she also
attended the Enterpreneurship,
leadership and Information
Technology (ELIT) 2016 after
which she was awarded a soft
loan of D1, 000.00. She started
her business again with Rich

Cake. After a while selling,
she got D8, 000 and bought a
refrigerator and started selling
cold water in addition to the
Rick Cake.
Today, her business is growing
faster than expected as she
sells over D5, 000.00 daily
on Yogurt alone beside other
varieties.

“When I win this award, I will uplift my business and make sure I train
many youths, support them to be able to stand for themselves and
earn their living.”
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Young Emerging Business of the Year
Ousainou O. Jallow

is from Bullock village,
Foni Brefet. The 28 years
old has a printing shop and is
heavily engaged in printing,
photocopying, laminating and
typing.
He was inspired into the
business following training on
Business Entrepreneurship and

Business proposal writing with
the Creating Opportunities for
Rural Youth (CORY) in 2015.
Many youths are going on the
back way to Europe but Jallow
said he is not going but will
stay and engage in youthful
activities and invest the little he
has in the country.
He started his business with

D5, 000.00, money he gained
from a Cashew business he
was doing. He was advised by
a friend and teacher in Somita,
to engage into such business
because it was rare in the
region. Today, he employs two
(2) other youths in his shop,
assisting him in the printing and
other jobs.

“If I win the award, I will use part of the money to buy a generator so
that my business will be more effective and non-stop”.
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Young Emerging Business of the Year
Mam S. Danso

is from Jarumeh Koto village,
in Sami District in the Central
River Region North, doing
her business in Wellingara,
West Coast Region. The 27
year-old young lady has a

printing shop and do services
such as typing, photocopying,
laminating, scanning among
other stationery activities.
She started her business in
January 2017, with the sum
of D15, 000.00 and bought

a printer, computer and paid
three months advance rent for
the shop.
She faces the challenge of
inconsistent electricity supply
which sends away many
customers.

“If I win the award, I will use part of the money to buy a generator so
that my business will be more effective and non-stop”.
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Young Information Technology Enterprise
of the Year
Modou Sowe

joined his friend’s business.
is a 27 year-old native of They had an agreement and he
Brikama Misera. He sells was earning 40% and the friend
mobile phones and accessories was earning 60% in which
he pays for the shop rent and
at the Brikama Market.
When he was 21 years old, electricity bills.
Sowe used to visit a friend’s Later, he heard about GYIN
shop at the market. There, Gambia advertising the Rural
Venture
he used to help customers Entrepreneurial
to configure their phones, Creation and Experimental
download applications and Learning (REVCEL) training
forms and applied. He was
other activities.
Later, he got D15, 000.00 and selected to be part of the
REVCEL training in Jenoi

in 2016. He learned about
business
planning
and
management.
He also attended the Youth,
Agribusiness, Leadership and
Entrepreneurship Summit on
Innovation (YALESI Dakar)
and the ELIT 2016 National
Summer Camp respectively.
After the trainings, he ventured
into the electronics business
and today he owns his own
shop and gaining profit that is
helping him and his family.

“If I win the award, it will help me in my business by getting more
materials for the shop”

#15

GYIN Gambia First Ever Rural Youth Award 2017

“Today, If I win the award,
I will thank God because it
will be an opportunity for me
to adjust, expand and buy
more materials like printers
to ensure effective services in
the shop.”

Young Information Technology Enterprise
of the Year
Abdoulie Jatta,

31 years old is in Basse. He
has been repatriated twice
from Morocco and Libya as
he attempted to enter Europe
through the back way. During
his last trip, he spends five
(5) years in Libya without any
success.
Today, he owns an Electronics
shop along the down town
of Basse highway and sells
computer parts, USB Drives,
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mobile phone, chargers, TVs,
repair and sell DVD players,
laptops, among others.
Upon return from Libya, he
underwent training on computer
repair for three (3) years
at a friend’s shop. He later
proceeded to another training
course at Insight Training
Centre in 2014 and later to
RLG Company for six-month
training before starting his own
repairing business in 2016.

He saved his proceeds for a
while and gained up to seven
thousand (D7, 000.00) and
later travelled to Kombo and
bought few spare parts for
computers, some USB Drives,
CD Cassettes, Mobile Phone
chargers and other accessories.
Two years later, he expanded
his business and add up more
electronic materials and spare
parts for TVs.
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Young Commercial Farmer of the Year
Mariama Kurubally,

31-years old is from Basse
SantaSu. She is a vegetable
trader (selling and buying) from
women in the gardens.

She started her business
with D5,000.00 in 2016
with encouragement from a
neighbor. She used to travel
to weekly markets (Lumos)

around Basse and suburb and
buy goods and come back to
Basse to sell, which earned her
lot of profit.

“If I win the award, I will expand my business and support
my younger sister who has been helping me a lot.
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Young Commercial Farmer of the Year
Abdoulie Drammeh

the business. He highlighted
is from Gunjur Berending, several financial difficulties, yet
West Coast Region. The 29- still maintains the believed that
year old Vegetable Gardener he can make it.
He has two big gardens
started his business in 2012.
It was a dream to venture into and currently has 18,000.00
vegetable gardening and after seedlings in one of the gardens.
completing Tadam Islamic Today, he sells seeds up to
School in 2012, he ventured into Guinea Bissau and many parts

of The Gambia. He has over
400 Banana plants and over
200 already harvested and the
remaining will be harvested in
the coming months.
The little earnings from the
garden is today helping him
and his family.

“If I win the award, it will greatly help me especially ensuring access
to water. I am still using water from the well and I now need borehole
because the garden is big. I also want to continue to help our community
especially youths who are willing to venture into gardening.”
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Young Commercial Farmer of the Year
Sang Mendy

younger brother was ready for
is 25 years old native of business and never dreaming
Kanunku village in West Coast of the back way to Europe.
Region. He is a graduate of Before the start of his
Fatima
Senior
Secondary business, Mendy visited Farato
School and now engages in Empass Poultry Farm for a
short attachment to study
poultry farming.
He started his business in 2015 poultry business and got little
after receiving support from his knowledge of how to run it.
elder brother. Initially, the elder He later received D10, 000.00
brother thought he was going from the elder brother and
on the back way to Europe, but started his poultry farming.
was later convinced that his During his first sale, he

received D16, 000.00 and
later bought more chicks to
replace. Unfortunately, one
time, he travelled and most of
the chickens where infected
with a disease and died.
Notwithstanding, he kept it in
good faith and continue his
business.
Today, there are 75 Broilers and
9 Layer Chickens in the Poultry
that are due for sale after every
40 days.

“If I happen to be the lucky winner of this award, I will build
a bigger poultry farm, buy more chicks and feed and all the
necessary things for a good poultry.”
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Young Agribusiness of the Year
Fatou Colley

lives in Batakonku, West
Coast Region. The 28-year
old vegetable gardener was
motivated by a friend in early

2017 to venture into the
business.
Today, she does not regret
venturing into the business as
from the first harvests so far,
she is able to solve few of her

personal and family problems.
She now has new transplants
immediately after the first
harvest to ensure that she does
not miss the market.

If I win the award, I will get a bigger land and do a bigger garden with
varieties of vegetables.
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Young Agribusiness of the Year
Ali Sallah

is a 34 year-old petty trader
at Old Yundum market who
started his business during his
younger age. Before, he used
to buy groundnut, coos and

other farming produces and
store it safely. He roams within
the weekly markets (Lumos)
to buy groundnut and others.
He later sells them and makes
profit.

In 2017, he started a vegetable
business with D25, 000.00 and
is today successful. Sallah
currently employed three (3)
youths and has opened two
shops.

“If I win this award, it will be good because I will get more goods for my
shop and as well cater for my younger brother to be also engage in the
market to make his living”.
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Young Agribusiness of the Year
Muhammed
Kebbeh

is
a
29-year
old
from
Janjangbureh, capital of the
Central River Region. He is
engaged in commercial farming
(vegetable gardening).
Prior to his involvement in
vegetable gardening, Kebbeh
was jobless and sitting home.
He later underwent the GYIN
training on Entrepreneurship,
Advocacy and Leadership in
2016. After the training, he

learned a lot and was inspired to
venture in commercial farming.
Later in 2016, he attended a sixmonth training in the Republic
of Benin where he concentrated
mainly on Agro Forestry, Market
garden, Animal husbandry,
Seed multiplication, Biogas
and transformation funded
by the National Agricultural
Land and Water Management
Development Project (Nema)the International Fund for
Agricultural
Development

(IFAD) funded project. On
his return, he bought lots
of varieties of seeds from
Benin and introduced it in The
Gambia by giving out many to
his community.
Kebbeh who started with only
D2,000.00 says today, he is
very proud to be a vegetable
gardener as after the Benin
training, he started with one
nursery bed and has today
expanded and gaining more
profit.

“If I happen to be the lucky winner of this award, I will be the most successful young
entrepreneur in the region. I will also make sure that I help other people particularly
youth who are interested in the business”.
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Young Business Innovation of the Year
Cherno MS Jallow

is a 30 year-old petty trader
in Wellingara. He started his
business in 2011 with a sum of

D35, 000.00 obtained from a
close friend.
Today, the business is so
successful. He is able to
manage the little he started

and growing bigger. The profits
gain from the business is today
helping him financially and his
family.

“If I win the award, I will use the money to buy more goods for my shop
to gain more profits.
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Young Business Innovation of the Year
Sheku Saidy

is a native of Basse Policeline.
The 30 year-old is the proprietor
of Tolo Refreshment Center
operating a restaurant and
catering service.
He started his business in 2016
but facing several financial
challenges and mostly takes
Bank over drafts which has high
commission rate. Electricity

is also another challenge he
faces.
He undergone REVCEL training
and ELIT 2016 National Youth
Summer Camp and acquired
knowledge on how to plan
and manage a business. After
that training, he put up his
business plan and today, he is
successfully running his own
catering business.
He does not have a permanent

shop though, but he does get
catering contracts from GYIN
Gambia and other associations
and organizations.
Currently taking part at the
ongoing GCCI International
Trade Fair at the Independent
stadium, Saidy said he has lots
of customers visiting his stall,
earning him the exposure and
profit.

“If I am the lucky winner, I will rent a shop, and use my three (3)
refrigerators with a private meter. Right now, I cannot use them
because I am getting electricity from a group electricity meter”.
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Young Business Innovation of the Year
Sarjo Darboe

a native of Niamina Kudang,
Central River Region. The
26 year-old ambitious young
lady operates a Saloon in
Wellingara.
Before engaging into this
business, she engaged in TieDie after the privileged of been

among the first batch of trainees
by the Creating Opportunities
for Rural Youth (CORY) in
Janjangbureh in 2015 and ELIT
2016 in Jenoi in the Lower River
Region (LRR).
The experience gained from the
training inspired her to venture
into the Tie-Die business. She

received a loan of D5, 000.00
and started the business but
unfortunately, it did not work
well with her. She later moved
to Saloon business.
Today, the Saloon business is
successful as she is receiving
more clients and making profit.

“If I win the award, I will buy materials for my saloon. As you know,
Women always change styles and every day, new styles are been
invented. So, I need to equip my Saloon to attract more customers”
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Young Business Partner of the Year
Fatou Manneh,

business came to her after
26 year-old is in Lamin realizing that the market is far
Village, West Coast Region. from her neighborhood. She
She is engage in petty trading then ventured into the vegetable
business and now makes it
(vegetable business).
She started her business in easy for the inhabitants as they
2016 with the sum of D5, 000.00 do not walk long distance to the
and today, its progressing market instead, stop at her table
and make their daily shopping.
satisfactorily.
The idea of venturing into such She has a good partnership and

relationship with “Banabana’s”
Middlemen who supply her with
vegetables.
The business is greatly helping
her solve certain financial
challenges in her house and as
well helping the family. She has
also opened a savings account
where she deposits all her
profits after every three weeks.

“If I win the award, I will open a shop and move away from the table
business.”
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GYIN Gambia launches first ever Rural
Youth Award 2017

T

he Gambia chapter of
Global Youth Innovation
Network
(GYIN)
on
Thursday, 13th April, 2017
launched the first ever Rural
Youth Award meant to recognize
the efforts of enterprising
youth in rural Gambia, at a
ceremony held at the office
of the National Agricultural
Land and Water Management
Development Project (Nema)the International Fund for
Agricultural
Development
(IFAD)
funded
project
conference hall in Abuko.
Scheduled to take place at
the Agricultural Rural Farmers
Training Centre in Jenoi, Lower
River Region (LRR) on the 29th
April 2017, the theme of the
Award is WE NEED YOUNG
PEOPLE IN RURAL AREAS:
“We need them to produce,
process and market the food
that will feed the world”.
The overall aim of #GYIN
GambiaRYA2017 is to identify,
promote and elevate successful
young women and men who,
despite all odds, are channeling
their creativity, energies and
passion to contribute in making
a change in their communities
and societies, a statement from
the Chapter says.
Speaking at the launching,

Bakary EK Jammeh, head of
Knowledge Management and
Communication at Nema on
behalf of the project director,
gave a summary of the project
saying it is a seven year project
funded by IFAD and is meant to
assist women and youths.
He implored on GYIN to
make sure that in next year’s
event, they make emphasis
on agricultural production,
vegetable
gardening
and
processing as priority. He
reminded
Gambia
youths
to venture into agriculture
business saying it is one of the
fastest ways to gain income
and ensure food security.
He thanked GYIN Gambia for
the initiative and assured of
Nema’s continued collaboration.
Mamadou
Edrisa
Njie,
executive director of GYIN
Gambia says the body aims to
create and support an enabling
environment
under
which
young people in the country can
act on their own behalf and on
their own terms, and to facilitate
exchange
of
experiences,
learning and networking for
young entrepreneurs.
The idea for the first ever Rural
Youth Award stemmed from
recommendations from that
National Youth Summer Camp

held in Jenoi, LRR, according
to Mariam Saine, financial
controller and member of the
Award committee who was
deputizing the chairperson of
#GYINGambia 2017 Award
committee, Ms. Haddija Jawara.
According to her, one of the
eleven point-recommendations
was to organize a Rural Youth
Award – celebrating Youth in
Entrepreneurship, Agribusiness
and Information Technology.
Alhagie M Sarr, Board member
of GYIN Board of Directors said
the importance of recognizing
and rewarding the efforts of
rural youth cannot be over
emphasized. He said productive
youth play a vital role in the
socio economic development
of any nation.
Alhagie Jarjue, programmes
manager of the National Youth
Council (NYC) saluted GYIN
Gambia for the foresight in
organizing the first ever Rural
Youth Award in The Gambia.
He assured that Council will
continue to support GYIN
Gambia and urged the media to
give enough publicity about the
event to ensure its success.
Mr. Baboucarr Kebbeh, a
member of the organizing
committee of the Rural Youth
Award 2017 chaired the
ceremony.
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